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IntroductiofL. 


/^^  EORGE  F.  Bennett's  Early  Architecture  oj 
Delaware  is  a  comprehensive  study  in  the 
form  of  photographs  and  detailed  drawings, 
mostly  domestic,  which  show  the  influence  of 
successive  Dutch,  Swedish,  and  English  col- 
onization of  the  first  of  these  United  States. 

These  present-standing  buildings  cover  a 
long  period  of  time — 1660  to  1840 — and  a 
very  wide  range  of  style  and  type.  The 
stately  Georgian  dwellings  of  Dover  and  New 
Castle,  including  many  hitherto  unpublished, 
are  supplemented  by  scores  of  those  smaller 
dwellings — of  characteristic  Delaware  brick, 
stone  and  frame,  wealthy  in  architectural  detail — in  which  the  average  man  of 
that  day  lived  out  his  life. 

The  book  grew  out  of  Mr.  Bennett's  interest  in  the  architecture  of  his  native 
State,  an  interest  inspired  by  the  desire  to  express  something  beyond  the  common- 
place in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  course  of  innumerable  journeys  he 
visited  every  "hundred"  (township  in  other  states)  of  Delaware;  penetrated  to 
the  out-of-the-way  villages  and  country  by-ways  often  closed  to  the  stranger  and 
caused  to  be  photographed  those  buildings  and  architectural  details  representative 
of  the  State's  distinctive  early  architecture. 

Architects,  to  whom  the  small  house  is  always  a  problem,  should  be  especially 
interested  in  the  fact  that  so  much  time  and  effort  have  been  given  to  a  repro- 
duction of  details  of  the  smaller  dwellings  and  domestic  buildings;  and  also  the 
fact  that  few  of  the  houses  shown  had  previous  publication. 

JOSEPH  L.  COPELAND 

Paoli,  Penna.,  April,  1932. 


Foreword 


IT  is  to  be  regretted  that  illustrations  of  all  the  fine  old  houses  in  the  state 
could  not  have  been  included  in  this  volume.  We  of  course  made  every  effort 
to  illustrate  representative  types  of  the  various  periods  and  on  pages  13-14  we 
have  listed  a  number  of  places  visited  which  are  not  illustrated  although  these 
houses  not  only  have  merit  architecturally  but  are  rich  in  historical  background. 
For  example,  we  selected  the  Newcastle  "Court  House"  but  not  the  State  House 
in  Dover — another  example,  the  home  of  Commodore  McDonough  of  1812  fame 
— still  another,  the  Clayton  house  (Buena  Vista)  on  the  State  Road,  a  fine  example 
of  the  early  19th  century  period. 

We  take  this  opportunity  ol  thanking  the  owners  of  the  houses  for  their  many 
courtesies  and  genuine  interest  in  our  work  and  to  many  others  for  their  assist- 
ance in  various  ways.  We  are  especially  indebted  to  Earl  Brooks  who  made  all 
the  photographs,  to  Stanley  M.  Arthurs  tor  so  kindly  allowing  us  to  reproduce 
his  painting  of  Old  Swedes  Church  as  a  frontispiece,  Brandt  H.  Alexander  for 
decorations,  and  to  Paul  L.  Hildebrand  and  associates,  Philadelphia.  A  special 
word  of  appreciation  is  due  Horace  F.  Temple,  Inc.  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  for  their 
tireless  efforts  and  whole-hearted  co-operation  in  the  printing  and  binding. 

For  invaluable  assistance,  direct  and  indirect,  and  above  all  for  their  en- 
couragement, we  wish  to  extend  our  appreciation  to  the  following:  C.  Douglas 
Buck,  E.  William  Martin,  Chas.  M.  Curtis,  Norman  P.  Rood,  Thos.  F.  Bayard, 
Miss  Anna  T.  Lincoln,  Christopher  L.  Ward,  George  A.  Elliott,  John  W.  McComb, 
John  P.  Hyatt,  Theo.  M.  Marvin,  James  J.  O'Neil,  Arthur  L.  Bailey,  all  of  Wil- 
mington, Daniel  Corbit  of  Odessa,  Richard  S.  Rodney  and  Francis  Mclntyre  of 
Newcastle,  the  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  in  Delaware  and  the  Historical 
Society  of  Delaware. 

G.  F.  B. 
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Early  buildings  not  included  in  this  volume,  with  historical 

notations  compiled  by  the  Society  of 

Colonial  Dames  in  Delaware 

The  "Tussey"  House  on  Penny  Hill.     Early  Methodist  Meeting  Place. 

Old  Buildings  of  University  of  Delaware,  Newark. 

Centre  Friends  Meeting  House,  1795,  at  Yorklyn. 

CoocH  Mansion,  Cooch's  Bridge.     Lord  Howe's  Headquarters. 

The  Josiah  Lewdon  House,  Newport,  1770. 

The  Richardson  House,  1765,  on  the  Newport  Pike  about  a  mile  from  Wilming- 
ton, built  by  Richard  Richardson. 

Another  Richardson  house  back  from  the  Pike  near  Mill  "Race"  was  built 
in  1723. 

The  Bank  of  Delaware  Building,  corner  Sixth  and  Market  Streets,  Wil- 
mington. 

Friends'  Meeting  House.  Fourth  and  West  Streets,  Wilmington.  Built  in 
1818.  In  the  graveyard  is  buried  John  Dickinson,  born  1732,  a  President 
of  the  State  of  Delaware.  A  signer  of  the  Constitution  and  author  of 
the  famous  "Farmer's  Letters." 

Joseph  Tatnall  House.  1803  Market  Street.  Built  1770.  Anthony  Wayne's 
headquarters.  Washington  came  here  daily  to  hold  council  with  Wayne, 
Lafayette  and  other  officers  before  the  battle  ot  Brandywine.  After  that 
battle  it  was  occupied  by  British  Officers.  Joseph  Tatnall  owned  and 
operated  the  original  flour  mills  on  the  Brandywine. 

"The  Sign  of  the  Ship."  Old  tavern  S.  E.  corner  Third  and  Market  Sts. 
Named  later  "Happy  Retreat  ",  now  a  store. 

Jacquette  House,  1763,  called  "Long  Hook."  Jean  Paul  Jacquette  lived  on 
this  tract  1684.  Washington  and  Lafayette  often  visited  here  and  the 
house  was  at  all  times  a  social  center. 

On  the  Hares  Corner  Road  just  beyond  the  marshes  was  and  is  the  Andrew's 
Place  called  "Stockford."  It  was  the  residence  of  Col.  John  Stockton, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  of  Gen.  James  Henry  Wilson  of  Civil 
War  fame. 

Nicholas  'Van  Dyke  House,  Hares  Corner  Road.     Called  the  "Hermitage." 

Mansion  House,  River  Road  and  Hamburg  Lane,  built  bv  Col.  Ale.x  Porter  in 
1750  (now  the  Rodney  Farm). 

On  the  State  Road  north  of  Red  Lion,  Buena  Vista,  country  place  built  by 
John  M.  Clayton,  U.  S.  Senator  and  Secretary  of  State  under  President 
Taylor,  1846. 

Port  Penn,  the  oldest  house  Dutch  Colonial,  date  unknown  and  the  Stewart 
House,  built  1728  having  cannon  ball  in  walls  from  the  British  vessel 
"Roebuck." 

McDoNOUGH,  original  name  "The  Trap.  "  Home  and  family  burying  ground 
of  Commodore  McDonough,  hero  1812.  Kirkwood  lived  here,  the  hero 
of  thirty-two  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
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DiLWORTH  House,  near  Augustine  Pier,  on  road  from  McDonough  to  Port  Penn. 

LiSTON  Corner  House,  1680.     Visited  by  Pirates  1747. 

Fairview,  on  Causeway  east  of  Odessa,  residence  of  Elias  N.  Moore,  1773. 

Huguenot  House,  also  known  as  Dower  House,  built  1738  by  Arnold  Naudain. 

Manor  House,  built  by  Edmund  Cant  well  1770. 

Christ  Church,  Dover.  First  Church  1708.  Present  Church  1734.  Restora- 
ations  made  in  1913-16. 

Nicholas  Loockerman  House,  built  for  his  son  Vincent,  in  1746.  Contains 
much  fine  paneling  and  wood  carving.      Dover. 

Pleasanton  Abbey,  near  Dover.  North  of  Silver  Lake  on  Leipsic  Road. 
Built  by  Henry  Stevens,  where  he  resided  during  Revolution.  An  ardent 
Tory.      He  concealed  British  soliders  in  his  house  upon  several  occasions. 

Cherbourg.  Three  miles  east  of  Dover  on  Little  Creek  Road.  Deeded  to  John 
Marim  in  1715.  Inherited  by  his  grandson,  John  Marim,  a  lieutenant  in 
Col.  Patterson's  regiment  of  Dela.  troops.  Revolutionary  War.  Home 
of  Cornelius  P.  Comegy's,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  War  of  1812,  Gover- 
nor of  Delaware  1837  to  1841. 

Samuel  Dickinson  House.  Originally  called  "Kingston-upon-HuU."  Slave 
burying  ground,  where  400  are  said  to  be  interred.  Land  was  part  of 
Logan  tract,  containing  one  thousand  acres  and  nine  or  ten  brick  dwell- 
ings, most  of  which  are  of  generous  size  and  date  back  to  early  days. 
The  most  notable  on  the  tract  is  Towne  Point,  on  the  St.  Jones  Creek, 
with  view  of  Creek  and  Bay.  Here  the  first  Courts  in  Kent  County 
were  held. 

Caes.4R  Rodney  House,  Byefield,  a  tract  of  nine  hundred  acres,  taken  up  in 
1680  and  inherited  by  Caesar  Rodney  from  his  father  William.  This  was 
the  home  to  which  he  returned  after  making  his  famous  ride.  Oauint 
staircase  of  small  proportions,  but  very  delicate.  Long  low  building  with 
dominating  dormers. 

Cooper's  Corner  House,  early  18th  century.  Near  Camden,  originally  called 
Piccadilly  by  Daniel  Mifflin,  the  first  settler,  then  changed  to  Mifflin's 
Cross  Roads.     In  1788  became  known  as  Camden. 

Daniel  Mifflin  House.     Built  1783. 

Barratt's  Chapel.  One  mile  north  of  Frederica  on  State  Road.  "Cradle  of 
Methodism  in  America."  Here  Bishop  Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury 
met,  and  arranged  the  preliminaries  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Here  too,  sacramental  ordinances  were  first  administered  in  America  by 
authorized  Methodist  preachers.  Old  brick  meeting  house  with  burial 
ground,  including  about  18  acres,  built  1780. 

Ringgold  House,  near  Kenton. 

Byrn  Zion  Baptist  Church,  near  Kenton,  built  1781. 

House  at  N.  W.  Corner  of  First  and  Market  Sts.,  Georgetown,  called  "The 
Judge's."     Built  by  Judge  Peter  Robinson  about  1810. 

Old  Christ  Church,  Broad  Creek,  Founded  1707.  Two  miles  east  of  Laurel. 
Interesting  interior. 
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THE  SWEDES  ON  DELAWARE 

THE  Swedish  colonists  following  in  the  wake  of 
the  men  who  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Christiana 
river  in  1638  to  establish  the  brief  Swedish 
sovereignty  on  the  Delaware,  left  few  records  in 
architecture  for  later  generations  to  study.  Nowhere 
within  the  State  is  to  be  found  a  trace  of  the  high- 
roofed,  many  gabled  wooden  houses  and  churches  of 
the  northern  kingdom  of  that  day;  nor  is  there 
record  of  such  buildings.  A  few  log  houses  attributed 
to  the  Swedes,  built  in  the  late  seventeenth  century, 
remain,  but  they  are  far  from  Scandinavian  in  ar- 
rangement or  exterior  design.  Nor  are  they  English. 
They  are  American. 


Growing  out  of  a  need  for  shelter  rather  than  an 
appreciation  of  design,  these  houses  were  built  on 
lines  as  simple  and  straightforward  as  were  the  lives  of  the  people.  The  farming  folk  who 
built  them,  with  the  help  of  neighbors  and,  possibly,  a  country  carpenter,  were  likely  to  be 
of  native  birth,  first  or  second  generation  Americans  with  a  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
opportunities  of  the  new  land  and  a  growing  disregard  for  things  European.  They  were  not 
tied  by  tradition,  and  the  houses  they  lived  in  grew  naturally  from  the  elemental  need  of 
civilized  man  for  four  walls,  a  roof  and  a  hearthstone.  Erected  more  carefully  and  in  more 
leisurely  fashion  than  the  rude  cabins  of  the  first  settlers,  they  remain  to  this  day — somewhat 
altered  by  the  needs  and  wishes  of  succeeding  generations — to  remind  us  that  the  earliest 
permanent  settlers  of  Delaware  were  simple,  homely  folk  whose  taste  and  means  ran  to 
cottages,  not  castles. 

By  the  middle  of  the  following  century  their  descendents  were  living  on  a  far  higher  plane. 
Israel  Acrelius,  provost  of  the  Swedish  churches  in  America,  writing  at  Stockholm  in  1758  after 
his  return  to  Sweden,  says:  "The  houses  are  built  of  bricks,  after  the  English  fashion,  without 
coating,  every  other  brick  glazed;  or  they  are  of  sandstone,  granite,  etc.,  as  is  mostly  the  case 
in  the  country.  Sometimes  also  they  are  built  of  oak  planks  five  inches  thick.  To  build  of  wood 
is  not  regarded  as  economy,  after  everything  is  paid  for.  The  roof  is  of  cedar  shingles.  Within, 
the  walls  and  ceilings  are  plastered,  and  whitewashed  once  a  year.  .  .  .  The  windows  are 
large,  divided  into  two  pieces,  the  upper  and  lower;  the  latter  is  opened  by  raising  and  shut 
by  lowering.     The  woodwork  is  painted,  or  it  does  not  last  long." 

That  was  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  however,  and  by  that  time  the  English 
influence  was  paramount.  Less  than  thirty  years  after  Acrelius  wrote,  congregations  of  the 
Swedish  churches  could  no  longer  understand  the  language  of  pastors  sent  from  Sweden  and  so 
broke  a  contact  with  the  Swedish  Throne  that  had  lasted  for  almost  a  century.  Having  become 
assimilated  with  their  English  neighbors,  marriages  between  the  two  peoples  being  frequent, 
the  Swedes  likewise  accepted  the  excellent  architectural  forms  brought  into  the  country  from 
England  and  built  accordingly,  but  with  that  adherence  to  local  practice  that  sets  the  early 
houses  of  Delaware  apart  from  those  of  neighboring  colonies. 


16 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Gallery  Entrance — South  Porch 

HOLY  TRINITY  (OLD  SWEDES)  CHURCH,  WILMINGTON 
Original  church  erected  1698-99 
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There  is  one  archi- 
tectural achievement 
that  stands  out  in  the 
early  record  of  the 
Swedes  on  Delaware, 
however;  and  behind 
that  achievement,  giv- 
ing it  form,  carrying  it 
forward  to  fruition, 
stands  the  now  shadowy 
and  almost  forgotten 
figure  of  a  man.  Holy 
Trinity  Church  (Old 
Swedes)  in  Wilmington, 
the  "Church  at  Chris- 
tina" of  old  records, 
has  been  in  almost  con- 
tinuous use  as  a  place 
of  worship  since  1699; 
and  pleasantly  haunting 
it  is  the  ghostly  figure 
of  the  man  who  built  it, 
the  young  pastor,  Eric 
Bjork,  who  caused  to  be 
placed  on  the  west  ex- 
terior wall  these  words: 
"If  God  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  against  us." 


Pastor  Bjork,  or,  as 
^^  he  was  known  in  mom- 

Spiith  Porch  1751         ents  of  dignity.  Honor- 

worthy  Sir  Magister 
Ericus  Biork,  has  been  dead  and  laid  to  rest  in  his  native  Sweden  these  many  years,  but  the  story 
of  the  building  of  Holy  Trinity  as  told  in  his  own  words  presents  him  to  us  as  such  a  dominatmg 
figure  of  living,  forceful  manhood  that  it  is  probably  incorrect  to  refer  to  him  in  any  sense  as 
ghostly.  He  seems  to  have  put  into  those  walls  as  the  masons  laid  them  up  stone  by  stone  some 
of  that  fine  spiritual  quality  that  uplifted  him  from  the  men  around  him,  a  quality  of  great 
love  and  deeply  purposeful  religion.  But  with  it  all  he  was  a  man  of  action,  a  straightforward, 
forceful,  dominating  sort  of  man  who  had  a  church  built  and  consecrated  while  the  Swedes  at 
Wiccaco  were  quarreling  about  a  location. 

He  was  a  man  of  orderly  mind  and  systematic  habits  and  put  down  in  his  book  from  day 
to  da^r  those  things  that  had  to  do  with  the  building  of  the  church.  And  so  we  come  to  this 
bit  in  a  long  list  of  things  to  be  given  attention  at  the  earliest  moment:  "To  get  again  from  Hans 
Pietterson  the  Bell  which  he  maliciously  .  .  .  lied  out  from  the  man  in  whose  care  it  was 
left  at  Marcus  Hook,  which  bell  was  given  us  by  Captain  Trent  when  he  went  away." 


[  18  ] 
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The  subject  does 
not  appear  again  and 
one  wonders  if  the  or- 
iginal church  bell,  which 
is  said  to  have  hung 
from  the  limb  of  a  wal- 
nut tree  at  the  west  end 
of  the  church,  was  a 
ship's  bell  which  a  cer- 
tain churchwarden  cov- 
eted and  made  away 
with.  Knowing  Eric 
Bjork,  we  assume  that 
it  was;  that  Hans  Piet- 
terson  gave  in  as  grace- 
fully as  possible.  It  was 
not  the  first  time  this 
churchwarden  had 
aroused  the  ire  of  his 
pastor,  nor  was  it  to  be 
the  last. 

Eric  Bjork,  sent 
from  Sweden  as  a  mis- 
sionary-priest of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  ar- 
rived in  America  at  the 
end  of  June,  1697. 
Within  a  few  days  he 
met  with  the  congre- 
gation   of   Crane    Hook 

Church,       near      New-  South  Elevation  of  Tower  Added  1802 

castle,    and    within    the 

month  had  it  meet  to  "choose  certain  discreet  persons  ...  to  act  for  the  whole  congregation 
in  selecting  and  agreeing  upon  a  place  where  we  in  Jesus'  name  should  set  our  new  church." 
Christina — the  present  Wilmington — was  agreed  upon  and  months  of  preparation  and  discussion 
followed,  but  on  May  28  of  the  following  year  the  first  stones  of  the  foundation  were  "laid  all 
around  about  one  foot  deep  except  a  piece  on  the  south  wall."  And  so  the  building  of  the 
church  was  under  way. 

Joseph  Yard,  from  Philadelphia,  and  his  three  sons,  Joseph,  William  and  John,  were  the 
masons.  For  the  sum  of  eighty-six  pounds,  silver  money,  he  agreed  "with  the  help  of  God  to 
lay  all  the  stone  and  Brick  work  of  a  church  ...  at  Christeen  near  John  Stallcop's;  the 
length  of  it  shall  be  66  foot  from  out  to  out,  the  breath  shall  be  36  foot  from  out  to  out,  and  to 
be  laid  in  ye  ground,  a  good  and  firm  foundation,  and  the  height  from  ye  Topp  of  ye  ground 
upwards  20  foot,  and  ye  thickness  of  ye  wall  from  ye  foundation  to  the  lower  ends  of  the  windows 
3  foot  thick,  and  then  afterwards  2  foot  thick  upwards,  and  all  ye  Windows  and  doors  upon  the 
Church  shall  be  Arched,  and  the  doors  and  Windows  Arched  and  Ouined  with  Bricks     .     .     ." 
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Original  roof  and  ceiling  timber 


HOLY  TRINITY  (OLD  SWEDES)  CHURCH,  WILMINGTON 
Gallery  added  about  1772 
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In  the  same  manner  the  churchwardens  and  Pastor  B;ork  entered  into  a  contract  with 
John  Smart,  of  Philadelphia,  a  carpenter  and  "his  comrade,  another  by  the  name  of  John  Britt." 
They  were  to  make  and  set  in  place  frames  for  "one  large  and  four  smaller  windows  proposable 
to  the  said  Bigness  before  said,  two  large  and  one  lesser  Door  case  with  Doors  and  four  pewess 
Enclosed;  the  other  with  Rails  and  a  flancher  and  Benches  and  Doors,  and  Enclosses  ye  ends 
of  the  Pews  at  the  passages  thereof.  The  Rufe  to  be  framed  with  Nealing  Principles  and  Ovale 
on  the  inside,  also  with  an  Ornamental  Encsy  with  a  Pulpit  and  Canape  over  the  same  and 
make  a  Table  convenient.  Casements  to  the  windows.  The  same  Ericus  Biork  to  find  all  Timber 
and  Bords  and  Iron  worck  and  all  Ready  Sawyed  and  brought  to  place  and  also  to  finde  and  allow 
ye  said  Carpenters,  Meat,  Drink,  Washing  and  Lodging  duering  ye  said  worck." 

"We  also  had  the  sawyers  from  Philadelphia",  Pastor  Bjork  records,  "but  without  any 
written  agreement,  but  only  a  verbal  one  with  Mr.  Edward  Smouth  that  he  should  have  6  shill- 
ings for  each  one  hundred  feet.  .  .  ."  And  likewise,  "we  had  all  the  lime  this  year  from  Up- 
land of  a  Quaker  by  the  name  of  James  Lownes,  who  brought  it  down  by  water  in  a  sloop,  delivered 
it  unslacked  at  20  pence  a  bushel." 

As  the  work  progressed  the  pastor  was  worried  about  the  appearance  of  the  finished  building. 
He  had  fought  and  won  a  battle  with  a  parsimonious  and  hard-headed  congregation  to  enlarge 
the  original  plan  of  forty  feet  by  thirty  feet  by  twelve  feet  in  height  to  the  present  dimensions. 
Now  the  carpenters,  ready  to  set  up  the  roof  timbers,  came  to  him  with  the  suggestion  that 
the  appearance  would  be  greatly  enhanced   by  building  up  the  gable  ends. 


North  Elevation — When  originally  built  {about  1750)  these  "porches"  were 
arched  openings.     The  outline  of  alterations  can  be  plainly  seen 
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The  minister  found 
himself  easily  persuaded 
...  .  "as  I  and  the 
carpenter  came  to  talk 
over  the  matter  of  the 
gable  ends,  how  they 
should  be  etc.  and  not- 
withstanding the  first 
plan  was  not  to  have 
any,  we  thought  it 
seemed  to  look  too 
mean,  and  concluded  it 
best  to  build  them  either 
wholly  or  half  way  up. 
I  did  not  at  first  know 
what  conclusion  to 
come  to  with  regard  to 
it,  but  finally,  as  I 
thought  it  would  be 
difficult  to  get  them  all 
the  way  up,  I  would 
have  them  half  way,  and 
then  it  would  look  more 
like  a  church  building." 

In  this  way  the  ar- 
chitectural treatment 
still  seen  at  the  east  end 
of  the  building  was  de- 
cided upon.  The  west 
end  was  similar  and  the 
finished  building,  when 
consecrated    on    Trinity 

Sunday,  1699,  was  a  plain,  modest,  rectangular  structure  of  stone  with  a  hipped  roof  of  shingles, 
unadorned  by  belfry  or  steeple.  More  than  a  hundred  years  elapsed  before  the  belfry  at  the  west 
end  of  the  church  was  erected;  and  then  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  vestrymen  and  church- 
wardens on  August  14,  1802,  it  was  "resolved,  that  the  belfry  shall  be  built  at  the  west  end  of 
the  church,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  and  thirty-four  feet  high,  of  stone  and  brick,  with  a  sufficient 
cupola  to  swing  the  bell  in  above  the  roof  etc."  A  plan  made  in  1772-3  to  build  a  belfry  of 
stone  to  replace  an  old,  low  "steeple",  probably  of  wood,  so  "rotten  it  would  be  dangerous  to  hang 
the  new  bell  therein",  was  given  up  when  a  congregational  meeting  decided  upon  a  gallery  at 
the  west  end  of  the  church  instead,  "there  being  great  want  of  seats  in  the  church." 

The  porch  at  the  south  side  was  likewise  an  addition  to  the  original  structure.  The  Rev. 
Israel  Acrelius,  arriving  from  Sweden  late  in  1749,  found  the  church  building  in  a  bad  state 
of  repair,  church  practices  in  an  equally  bad  state  and  the  Swedish  language  "very  much  fallen 
out  of  use."  He  set  out  to  correct  all  three  errors.  "The  church  was  inspected  and  found  in 
need  of  the  following  repairs:  At  the  south  door  a  wall  to  support  the  long  side  which  sinks  down 


Detail — West  Entrance  door 
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so  that  the  arch  in  the  church  is  in  danger  of  breaking;  the  wall  can  be  made  so  as  to  serve  as 
a  protection  in  stormy  weather  and  from  the  heat  of  summer.  The  roof  was  found  much  de- 
cayed. The  bell  needs  recasting,  having  been  cracked  for  many  years.  The  church  should 
be  rid  of  the  nests  of  birds  which  are  built  under  the  arch  over  the  pews.  The  north  and  west 
doors  which  are  entirely  decayed  should  be  made  anew." 

This  work  was  apparently  done  in  the  summer  of  1751,  for  reference  is  made  by  Herr  Acre- 
lius  in  1753  of  payment  having  been  made  for  the  "side  arches  of  the  church."  A  note  by  the 
translator  is  to  the  effect  that  these  arches  were  built  in  1740,  although  no  reference  to  them 
seems  to  appear  in  the  church  records.  At  all  events,  it  is  believed  that  the  present  arched  porch 
on  the  south  side  of  the  church  edifice  was  built  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  and, 
no  doubt,  the  work  was  carried  out  under  the  energetic  direction  of  Israel  Acrelius,  who  seems 
to  have  been  the  only  pastor  since  Bjork  to  have  taken  such  interest  in  the  church  at  Christina. 

Returnmg  to  that  earlier  time,  one  finds  Pastor  Bjork  vigorously  pushing  forward  the 
work  on  the  church  during  the  winter  of  1698  and  the  spring  of  1699.  John  Harrison,  an  expert 
joiner  from  Philadelphia,  had  been  engaged  to  help  Smart  in  place  of  the  "comrade"  who  failed 
him.  To  John  Harrison  had  been  assigned  "all  ye  Inside  work  .  .  .  that  is  all  ye  pews  and 
Windows,  shot  work  and  the  Pulpit  with  a  canape  over  it  and  a  pew  of  each  side  of  ye  communion 
Table  and  also  with  Reals  and  Banisters  about  ye  church  .  .  .  and  finish  all  the  Sealing  Joice 
which  is  to  doe  and  fitt  In  ye  sealing  of  ye  Roof  .  .  .  and  to  doe  with  plained  Boards  over 
ye  three  doors  In  ye  church  where  it  is  left  undone." 

All  this  was  necessary  because  John  Smart,  deserted  by  Britt  and  left  alone  with  heavy 
work,  fell  ill  and  the  work  lagged.  Eventually  another  John,  a  Quaker  named  Davis,  came  down 
to  help  and  then  came  John  Harrison  and  between  them  and  aid  given  by  members  of  the  con- 
gregation most  of  the  roof  was  on  by  Christmas  of  1698.  Eric  Bjork  was  pleased  with  Harrison's 
workmanship  and  when  the  joiner  and  John  Smart  quarreled  about  money,  the  minister  made 
up  the  difference  out  of  his  own  pocket  in  order  that  the  work  might  go  forward.  Later  on  he 
was  to  go  into  his  pocket  again  and  make  up  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds,  eight 
shillings  and  sixpence  to  clear  off  the  remaining  debt  against  the  building  that  "it  seems  safe  to 
say",  he  writes,  "in  round  numbers,  as  it  now  within  a  year  (Glory  be  to  God)  is  come  to  be 
finished,  has  cost  800  pounds  Pennsylvania  currency." 

Eventually  the  day  came  when  the  whole  was  finished.  Mattias  de  Foss,  a  smith — and  the 
only  skilled  workman  among  the  Swedish  people  engaged  upon  the  work,  so  far  as  the  church 
records  show — had  made  letters  and  numerals  of  wrought  iron  for  the  inscriptions  on  north, 
south,  east  and  west  walls.  Trinity  Sunday  came  on  June  4  that  year  and  a  few  days  before 
that  date  Joseph  Yard  Jr.  came  down  from  Philadelphia,  cleaned  the  west  gable  of  mortar  and 
dirt  and  colored  with  red  lead  the  date  and  long  inscription  in  queer  Latin  abbreviations  that 
tells  how  the  church  was  built  "in  the  reign  of  William  III,  by  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
William  Penn,  Proprietor,  Vice  Governor  William  iMarkham,  the  Most  Illustrious  King  of  the 
Swedes  Charles  XI,  now  of  most  glorious  memory,  having  sent  here  Ericus  Tobias  Biork  of 
Westmania,  Pastor  Loci." 

It  is  not  likely  that  many  of  the  congregation  which  filed  solemnly  into  the  church  on  that 
first  hot  Sunday  morning  of  the  consecration,  could  understand  the  inscription  in  the  wall  above 
their  heads.  But  one  hopes  that  Pastor  Bjork  took  occasion  to  translate  at  least  one  line  of 
it,  that  line  bold  with  faith  which  reads 

If  God  Be  For  Us,  Who  Can  Be  Against  Us? 

Not  a  bad  rallying  cry  for  any  man  or  any  church  or  any  nation  in  these  days  when  faith 
seems  to  have  left  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  mankind  throughout  the  world  is  sunk  in  a  slough 
of  despond. 

April,  1932. 
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The  interior  has  never  been  painted,  and  the  fine  panelled  woodwork  is  chestnut  brown  in  color 


Detail  of  Gallery  platform  framing 

PRINCE  GEORGE'S  CHAPEL,  DAGSBORO  HUNDRED 

Mentioned  in  letters  as  earlv  as  1717,  and  presumably  was  built  about  that  time.      It  was  enlarged  about  1750, 

these  illustrations  are  of  the  original  part,  however. 
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The  gallery  is  reached  by  two  stairways  each  about  30"  wide,  the  steps  are  very  steep  with  a  rise  of  9H"  ciiid  7], 2"  tread 
PRINCE  GEORGE'S  CHAPEL,  DAGSBORO  HUNDRED 
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Detail  of  Pulpit 


OLD  DRAWYER'S.    ST.  GEORGE'S  HUNDRED 
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East  front  elevation 


OLD  DRAWYERS 

SCOTS  and  Irish  Protestants  appeared  early  in  the  settlement  of  Delaware  and  by  the 
late  seventeenth  century  were  there  in  sufficient  numbers  to  form  two  Presbyterian  con- 
gregations, one  at  New  Castle  and  the  other  on  Drawyers  Creek,  near  Odessa.  In  an  address 
delivered  at  an  historical  celebration  some  ninety  years  ago,  the  Rev.  George  Foot,  then  pastor 
of  Old  Drawyers,  said  he  believed  the  congregation  was  organized  previous  to  1700.  The 
first  church  was  of  frame,  possibly  of  log  or  hewn  timber  construction.  It  was  enlarged  several 
times,  once  in  1736. 

The  present  building,  one  of  the  finer  surviving  examples  of  eighteenth  century  meeting 
house  architecture,  was  erected  in  1773.  It  Is  as  stiffly  and  uncompromisingly  Protestant  in 
its  lines  as  were  the  backs  of  the  men  who  caused  it  to  be  built.  Nowhere,  within  or  without, 
can  be  found  any  concession  to  religious  practices  more  soft,  more  alluring,  more  colorful  than 
the  preaching  and  psalm-singing  of  the  followers  of  Calvin  and  John  Knox. 

No  belfry,  no  steeple  breaks  the  rigid  line  of  the  roof  tree;  no  altar  bright  with  candles 
suggests  a  less  stern  form  of  worship.  A  pulpit  five  steps  up  from  the  floor  of  the  church  pro- 
vides a  reading  desk  for  the  convenience  of  the  minister  and  a  narrow  and,  at  best,  uncomfortable 
bench  for  him  to  sit  upon.     Below  his  reading  desk  Is  the  ralled-In  enclosure  and  desk  for  the 
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precentor.     The  remainder  of  the  lower  floor  is  given  over  to  pews;  the  gallery,  stepped  up 
sharply,  is  filled  with  even  more  uncompromising  seats  of  unpainted  pine. 

If  that  were  all  that  could  be  said  for  Old  Drawyers  Church  it  would  be  of  no  value  to  say 
so  little.  But  greater  things  can  be  said.  If  there  was  no  altar,  there  was,  at  least,  simple 
Communion;  if  there  were  no  candles,  there  was  the  sunlight  streaming  in  through  many  windows; 
if  there  was  no  ritual,  there  was  a  man  to  preach  God  on  Sabbath  mornings.  No  house  in  which 
generations  of  men  and  women  have  lived  together  in  joy  and  harmony  can  ever  be  altogether 
quit  of  their  happy  ghosts;  no  church  in  which  man  has  opened  his  heart  to  divine  love  and 
guidance  over  a  period  of  years  can  ever  be  closed  long  enough  to  let  that  spiritual  quality  evap- 
orate. And  here  in  Old  Drawyers  one  is  at  once  aware  of  the  spiritual  presence  of  those  dour 
men  and  women  of  Protestant  Ireland  and  Protestant  Scotland  whose  outward  sternness  so 
often  concealed  hearts  quick  to  sympathize  and  hands  quick  to  help. 


Front  Entrance 


Side  doorway 
OLD  DRAWYER'S  CHURCH,  ST.  GEORGE'S  HUNDRED 
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Stairway  to  gallery 


Gallery  rail 


Pews — north  wall — 1st  floor 

OLD  DRAWYER'S  CHURCH,  ST.  GEORGE'S  HUNDRED. 
See  Part  H   for  large  scale  profiles 
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Box  pews — gallery — Horlli  wall 


ench  pews — gallery — south  wall 

OLD  DRAWYER'S  CHURCH,  ST.  GEORGE'S  HUNDRED 
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Front  Doorway 
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MEMBERS  of  the  Society  of  Friends  were  settled  in  Brandywine  Hundred  as  early 
as  1682  and  before  long  their  modest  meeting  houses  began  to  appear  here 
and  there  in  the  three  counties.  A  meeting  house  was  built  in  New  Castle  in  1705  and  in 
1738  the  first  brick  meeting  house  of  the  Society  was  built  on  West  street,  near  Fourth,  in 
the  then  new  town  of  Wilmington.  In  the  same  year  a  meeting  house  was  built  at 
Hockessin. 

Friends  living  at  Lewes  had  held  meeting  there  as  early  as  1692  and  it  is  said  the  first 
religious  body  to  hold  services  at  the  Duck  Creek  region  was  this  same  Society.  Meet- 
ing houses  were  erected  there  and  at  Little  Creek  prior  to  the  Revolution;  and  a  meeting 
house  was  erected  in  1703  on  the  road  from  Port  Penn.  It  was  first  called  Georges  Creek 
Meeting  and  the  site  was  later  occupied  by  a  Friends'  burying  ground.  This  meeting  is 
said  to  have  removed  to  Odessa,  where  the  present  small  brick  meeting  house  was  erected 
in  1780. 

The  Friends  in  Delaware,  as  elsewhere,  were  ardent  advocates  of  a  liberal  education. 
The  Friends'  Union  Academy  at  Camden,  organized  in  1815,  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  most  advanced  institutions  of  learning  in  the  State. 


FRIENDS'  MEETING  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
See  Part  II  for  details  and  measured  drawings 
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St.  James'  Church 


Detail  Gate  Post 


Alortli  Drive  Entrance 
ST.  JAMES'  CHURCH,  NEAR  STANTON 
See  Part  H  tor  details  ot  north  entrance  door 


[  35  ] 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


ST.  ANNE'S  CHURCH,  MIDDLETOWN 

ST.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church  at  MIddletown  is  one  of  the  oldest  Episcopal  congregations 
in  the  State,  having  been  established  prior  to  1704.  The  present  building  is  said  to 
have  been  built  in  1768. 

The  congregation  treasures  a  fine  altar  cloth  presented  by  Queen  Anne.  The  cloth  is  em- 
broidered with  the  royal  monogram,  A.  R.,  believed  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Queen  herself. 
Architecturally,  the  building  allies  itself  with  those  structures  erected  in  the  State  from  1730 
onward  to  the  revolutionary  period.  It  is  of  two  stories,  without  exterior  ornament  except 
a  cove  cornice  and  with  an  interior  unmarked  by  elaborate  detail.  A  fine  fanlight  window  dis- 
tinguishes it,  however. 

The  first  stated  pastor  was  that  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkins  referred  to  by  a  brother  clergyman  as 
"poor  Brother  Jenkins  at  Appoquinimink  .  .  .  baited  to  death  by  mosquitoes  and  blood- 
thirsty gal-nippers,  which  would  not  let  him  rest  day  or  night  till  he  got  a  fever  and  died  of  a 
calenture."  Following  the  demise  of  unlucky  Mr.  Jenkins  the  pastor  of  the  Swedish  church  at 
Christiana,  the  indomitable  Eric  Bjork,  preached  to  the  congregation  once  a  month. 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolution  the  rector  was  Rev.  Philip  Reading,  an  Englishman  loyal  to 
George  III.  He  had  served  the  church  for  thirty-four  years,  but  on  August  25,  1776,  closed 
and  locked  the  doors  and  the  church  was  not  opened  again  in  his  lifetime.  He  died  in  1778 
and  is  buried  In  the  churchyard. 

*The  cove  cornice  and  other  details  indicate  an  earlier  date;  see  the  Van  Dyke  House,  page  60. 


South  End  Elevation 


ST.  ANNE'S,  NEAR  MIDDLETOWN 
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Shutters  panelled  one  side — batten  boards  on  back  set  chevron-wise  to  form  a 
herrifig-bone  figure,  characteristic  of  this  vicinity 

ST.  ANNE'S,  NEAR  MIDDLETOWN 
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Detail  of  Cupola  Circa  1840 

SCHOOL  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
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1708  1676 

Porch  Not  Part  ot  Original   Building 


Stairway — East  Entrance 


COURT  HOUSE   (formerly  State  House)   NEW  CASTLE 
Center  of  12  mile  "circle"  forming  northern  Boundary  of  Delaware 
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BELL  TOWER,  HENRY  CLAY  VILLAGE 
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Houses  with  "Pent  Eaves"  arc 
quite  numerous  in  and  near  Neic- 
port  perhaps  due  to  the  river  com- 
munication with  Philadelphia, 
where  l>his  detail  enjoyed  popu- 
larity prior  to  the  Revolution. 


A  SURPRISINGLY  large  number  of  pre-Revolutionary  houses  remain — 
not  things  of  rare  beauty  perhaps,  because  years  of  decay  and  neglect 
have  not  added  to  their  charm  (as  so  often  claimed  for  contemporary  work 
in  Europe)  but  with  a  wealth  of  detail  worthy  of  careful  study.  For  the  most 
part  these  small  houses  have  not  been  greatly  harmed  by  "restorations"  although 
"alterations  and  additions"  have  been  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  How- 
ever since  "details  make  the  job"  it  is  quite  possible  tor  the  student  of  early  work 
to  find  many  valuable  suggestions  and  practical  ideas  in  return  for  time  spent  in 
the  study  of  the  small  houses  of  "the  three  lower  counties  on  the  Delaware." 

In  part  II  on  page  172  we  have  illustrated  this  point  with  a  conjectural 
restoration  which  shows  the  possibilities  in  adapting  these  early  details  to  modern 
needs  and  taste. 
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"The  Old  Dutch  House"  on 
Orange  St.,  New  Castle. 
Built  about  the  middle  0/ 
the  seventeenth  century. 

While  this  house  has  no 
connection  with  the  contract 
given  below,  it  is  contemp- 
orary, and  illustrates  the 
general  trend  in  smalt 
houses  oj  this  period. 


Contract  to  Build 
Two  Houses,  at  the 
Southriver  or 
Delaware* 

2  houses  each  52 
feel  long,  18  do  wide 
and  9  feet  of  a  story; 
breastwork  3  feet;  the 
wooden  frame  for  a 
double  chimney,  with 
the 

5  outside  and  inside 
doors 

3  window-frames 
1   transom  window- 
frame 

1  circular  window- 
frame 

Three  partitions, 
according  to  circum- 
tances 

The  roof  thereon  to 
be  covered  with  planks 

Doors  and  win- 
dows, as  proper. 

The  contractor  shall  cut  and  trim  the  pine  timber  in  the  woods,  about  200  paces  from 
the   place,    where    the   houses    shall   stand. 

The  owner  shall  deliver  the  timber  at  his  own  expense  on  the  ground,  where  the  houses 
are   to  be  erected. 

2  planked  closets  cut  off  from  the  square  room. 
2  bedsteads. 

The  proprietor  shall  pay  the  contractor  si.\ty  winterbeaversj  for  the  aforesaid  work,  when 
it  is  completed;  he  shall  also  convey  the  contractor,  his  partner  and  servant  free  to  the  place  of 
building  and  furnish  the  contractor  during  the  job  food  and  drink,  free  of  cost.  When  the 
work  is  done,  the  contractor  with  his  man  and  servant  shall  depart  for  the  Manhattans  at  their 
own  expense.     Being  content  herewith  they  have  signed  it. 

Manhattan  the  30th  May  1649. 
This  is  the  mark  SR  of  Symon  Root. 
Rinier  Samensen 
In  my  presence:  H.  van  Dyck.  Powelis  Lenertsen  van  die  Grist. 


*New  York  Historical  Records,  Vol.  XII. 

fA  beaver  was  valued  at  8  guilders  =  $3.20  gold. 
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House  Facing  Dover  Green 


House  near  Yorklyn 


SMALL  HOUSES 
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House  on  Riverfront — near  New  Castle 


House  on  Old  Wilmington-New  Castle  Road 


SMALL  HOUSES 
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Odessa 


Centerville 


Yorklyn 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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Newport 


Near  MarsfmlUon 


Christiana 
HOUSES  WITH  PENT  EAVE 
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South  Elevation 


ftg — ^-j%.lr^ir 


Fire-place  in  Block  House 

ROBINSON  HOUSE  (NAAMANS)  BRANDYWINE  HUNDRED 
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Panelling  in  Living  Room 


HOUSE  ON  THE  STRAND,  NEW  CASTLE 
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South  Elevation 


Original  House,  now  a  Wing 


Side  Doorway 
HOUSE  NEAR  MAR3HALLT0N 
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See  Part  II  for  profiles 


GRANTHAM  HOUSE 
Light  House  Lane,  near  New  Castle 
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See  Part  II  for  drawing  and  large  scale  profiles 


GRANTHAM  HOUSE 


FROM  HOUSE  ON  RIVER  FRONT  NEAR  NEW  CASTLE 
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River  Front,  New  Castle 


River  Front  near  Wilnungtvn 


Leipsic 


Odessa 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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Near  Hockessin 


Near  Duck  Creek 


Near  Canterbury 
SMALL  HOUSES 
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Near  New  Castle 


Odessa 


Douglas  House,  near  Canterbury 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 


76 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


''*Hr 


<  "o 

<  ~ 


o  j:- 


C/2 


[  77  ] 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Original  House 
Circa  1765 


Addition  about  1795 


North  Entrance 


South  Porch 
HENRY  LATIMER  HOUSE,  NEAR  NEWPORT 

See  Part  II  for  large  scale  drawings  and  profiles 
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South  Elevation 


HENRY  LATIMER  HOUSE  NEAR  NEWPORT 
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THE  VAN  LEUVENIGH  HOUSE 
The  Strand,  New  Castle 
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EARLY  architecture:  OF  DELAWARE 


Panelling  in  Living  Room — see  Part  II  for  drawing 


THE  VAN  LEUVENIGH  HOUSE 
The  Strand,  New  Castle 


81 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


l_: 


\ 

jimuiJJUiuii 

ewmw» 

"■"■'"' 

»«    ,1,   «| 

w  "2 

o  I 

CO  ^ 

O  5 

X  " 

z  1 

o  t 


82  ] 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Stair  Hall 


WILSON  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
See  Part  II  for  measured  drawings 
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Detail — South  Elevati, 


CORBIT  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
See  Part   II   for  details 
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Mantel  Detail — Reception  Roo. 


CORBIT  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
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Panelling  in  Room  on  Second  Floor 


Detail  of  Mantel 

CORBIT  HOUSE,  ODESSA 
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Near  New  Castle 


Typical  panelling  in  this  vicinity  for  houses  built  about  1760-17 


New  Castle 


DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 


93 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


94 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Detail  of  Eutr,niO' 

THE  KENSEY-JOHNS  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Stair  Hall 


THE  KENSEY-JOHNS  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part  H  for  large  scale  profiles 
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Mantel — Living  Room 


THE  KENSEY- JOHNS  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part  H  for  details  and  measured  drawings 
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MANTELS— NEW  CASTLE 
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The  Charles  Thomas  House,  New  Castle 


Main  Facade 


THE  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE,  400  DELAWARE  ST.,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Dining  Room  Mantel 


Living  Room  Mantel 


THE  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE,  400  DELAWARE  ST.,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part  H  tor  large  scale  drawing 
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Odessa 


The  Strand,  New  Castle 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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Dormer 


GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Garden  Entrance  Detail 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Detail  of  Front 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE 

The  Strand,  New  Castle 
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Entrance  Hall 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part  II  for  details  of  doorway 
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Entrance  Hall 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Main  Stair  Hall 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Doorway  between  Reception  and  Living  Rooms 

THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part   II   for  measured  drawings 
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Interior  Detail  of  Palladian  Window — 2nd  Floor 
For  Exterior  see  page  115 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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Stairway  3rd  Floor  to  "Captain's  Walk' 


Detail  Main  Stairway — 3rd  Floor  Level 


THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
See  Part  II  for  large  scale  profiles 
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Details — 2nd  Floor  "Drawing  Room 


Details  of  Stairway 


Detail  at  Third  Floor  Lei'el 
THE  GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
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at.  George's  Hundred 
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New  Castle 


DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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MANTELS— NEW  CASTLE 
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STAIRWAYS— NEW  CASTLE 
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Mantels. — New  Castle 


Mantels — New  Castle 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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North  Eli'valiuii 


'WOODBURNE",  DOVER 
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Stair  Hall 


'WOODBURNE",  DOVER 
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Stair  Hall — Second  Floor 


Detail — First  Floor 


Detail — Second  Floor 
'WOODBURNE",  DOVER 
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Dining  Room 


'VVOODBURNE",  DOVER 


[  138  ] 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Room  on  Second  Floor 


"VVOODBURNE",  DOVER 
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Dining  Room 


Room  on  Second  Floor 


'VVOODBURNE",  DOVER 
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EARLY  ROW  TYPE  HOUSE,  HENRY  CLAY 


ON  RIVER  FRONT  NEAR  NEW  CASTLE 
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Delaware  St.  elevation 


SENATOR  NICHOLAS  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
(The  1820-1830  Period) 
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Entrance  Hall 


SENATOR  NICHOLAS  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
(The  1820-1830  Period) 
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SENATOR  NICHOLAS  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE,  NEW  CASTLE 
(The  1820-1830  Period) 
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Number  400  Delaware  St.,  New  Castle 


Senator  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  House  House  on  the  Strand 

DETAILS— (The  1820-50  Period)— NEW  CASTLE 
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Ssr^^ 


Diich  Creek 

TYPICAL  SMALL  HOUSES  IN  KENT  AND  SUSSEX  COUNTIES 
(The  1820-1840  Period) 
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Detail — Suiunur  KH,  h, 


LITTLE  CREEK 
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Near  Christiana 


Burto7i's  Mill — Loves  Branch  near  Lewes 
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Odessa 


Odessa 


OUT-BUILDINGS 
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Brandywine  Hundred 


Christiana 
OUT-BUILDINGS 
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sprint^  J  III  us 


Ice  House — Odessa 


OUT-BUILDINGS 
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Smoke  House,  near  Centerville 


Near  New  Castle 


Pump  Shelter,  Old  Drawyer's  Church  Yard  Wagon  House,  Duck  Creek 

OUT-BUILDINGS 
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Odessa 


Detail — Lime  Kiln 


DETAIL— BRIDGE,  ROCKLAND 
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See  Plate  No.   VII 
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Vrnfikx  one-ljaljjull  w^e  TlalC,  ISJjh   VII 


Used  with  Plate  No.  VII 
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See  Plate  No.  IX 
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EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Pw    i'r"rl    1?" 


-* 

q 
t 

n 

r-^^^' 

•n'-: 

-  - 

!i 

1 

•  ^. 

y^ 

^  '^ 

^^ 

m 

■ 

PtsiS 

c 


A  CONJECTURAL  RESTORATION  SHOWING  THE  POSSIBILITIES 

OF  ADAPTING   DETAILS  OF   THE   PRE-REVOLUTIONARY 

PERIOD  TO  MEET  PRESENT  DAY  NEEDS  AND  TASTE 


"A"  Shown  in  illustration  as  the  garage,  Gambrel  roof,  Dormers,  and  brick  (laid  Flemish 
bond  with  glazed  headers)  may  be  found  in  both  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties. 

"B"  This  wing  is  characteristic  of  many  small  houses  in  Kent  County.  The  simple  door 
with  transom  and  blinds,  is  common  in  old  work  in  all  three  counties.  The  walls  were  brick 
in  plain  pattern,  and  very  often  plastered  over  with  smooth  textures,  usually  natural  lime 
in  color  or  light  buff. 

"C"  The  Wilson  and  Corbit  Houses  in  Odessa  inspired  this  detail,  although  it  may  be  found 
In  one  form  or  another  in  both  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties.  Very  rarely  did  the  early  settlers 
of  Sussex  County  build  of  brick.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  rural  section,  where  most  houses, 
both  simple  and  pretentious  were  built  of  frame  with  shingled  side  walls. 
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EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


See  Plate  No.  XIII 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Used  «ith  Plate  No.  XII 
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Detail-  A 


Plate  No.  XIV 


Details  of  Pulpit.     Scale  J^  full  size 

Detail  "C" — Columns  are  reeded  16"  up  from  base.     See  page  192 

Caps  of  columns  "F"  have  same  profiles  as  "Cap"  of  detail  "D" 

OLD  DRAWYERS  CHURCH,  ST.  GEORGES'  HUNDRED 
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Detail  of  Pulpit 


Plate  No.  XV 
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Details — Gallery  Pews  and  Casement  Window 
Plate    No.    XVI  HOLY  TRINITY  (OLD  SWEDES  CHURCH)  WILMINGTON 


EARLY  ARCMITPXTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Details  of  South  Window  Scale— Elevation  of  Window — ^g  inch  =one  foot.     Profiles  '  2  full  size  Detail  of  Gallery  Pews 

"^"  R=?'?E?.4—™''rkings  and  return  moulds  indicate  this  profile  PI  a  f  o   T^Jr^      \''\7'TT  "E"  Top  sash  original.  lower  sash  restored 

Jriace   i"NO.    ^VVll  "F' Shutter  restored  from  old  photograph 
HOLY  TRINITY  (OLD  SWEDES)  CHURCH,  WILMINGTON 


"C    and  "D"  Restored  from  old  photographs 
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Center  Panel — Mantel.     See  pages  104  and  105 

THE  VAN  DYKE  HOUSE 
400  Delaware  St.,  New  Castle 


^* 


Detail — Torch 

See  pages  78  and  79. 


Henry  Latimer  House 
Near  Newport 


North  Entrance.     See  page  35 

ST.  JAMES'  CHURCH,  near  Stanton 


Detail — Living  Room.    See  page  82 
THE  WILSON  HOUSE,  Odessa 
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Used  with  Plate  No.  XXI 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


y 

iL 

'^ 

^ 

r/ 

t/^i 

f5 

a 
j=3 

u 

q  u 

S 

EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


Used  with  Plate  No.  XXIII 
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TlateXXm 


See  Plate  No.  \XII 
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Wnnd  -T^unthiK 


See  pages  120,  122,  123  and  124 
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See  pages  120,  121,  122  and  195 
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Center  panel — Mantel  in  Reception  Room 
See  page  195 
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Center  pjnel — Mantel  in  Living  Room 
See  page  124 


GEORGE  READ  II  HOUSE 

New  Castle 
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"E'  =Wren  and  Early  Georgian  Periods  in  England 
"E-E"  =  Georgian  Period  in  England 
"D"  =  Pre-Revolutionary  Period  in  Delaware 
"D-D"  =  1775  to  1800  Period  in  Delaware 
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Kensey-Johns  House,  New  Castle 
See  page  95 


Red  Lion 
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O/d  Drawyers  Church 
See  page  29 


DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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Detail  of  Cupalo 
See  page  42 


BRANDYWINE  ACADEMY,  WILMINGTON 
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Price's  Corner 


Little  Creek 


Near  New  Castle 


Yorklyn 
DETAILS— SMALL  HOUSES 
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Christ  Clii,rch,  Bread  Cr:ck 


Old  Swedes  Church 


George  Read  II  House,  New  Castle 
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HARDWARE 


Tavern  Sign,  Red  Lion 
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Acrclius,  Israel   16,  24,  25 
Andrews  Place  13 
Asbury,  Francis  14 


Corbll  House,  Odessa  84-92 

Court  House,  Newcastle  44,  4") 

Crane  Hook  Church  19 

Cupolas  and  Bell  Towers  19,  41,  42,  47).  44,  46 


B 

Bank  of  Delaware  Bldg.  13 

Barratt's  Chapel  14 

Bell  Tower,  Henry  Clay  Village  46 

Bell  Towers  and  Cupolas  19,  41,  42.  43,  44,  46 

Bjork,  Ericus  (also  spelled  Biork)  18,  36 

Booth  House  99 

Brandywine  Academy,  Wilmington  42 

Britt,  John  23 

Buena  Vista  11,  14 

Bridge,  Rockland  160 

Byrn  Zion  Baptist  Church  14 


Cant  well,  Edmund,  14 

Charles  XI  25 

Cherbourg  14 

Christ  Church,  Dover  14 

Christ  Church,  Broad  Creek  14 

Christina  19 

Christiana  River  16 

Christiana,  House  in  17 

Churches  5,  14,  17-23,  26-32,  35,  36,  38-40 

Clayton,  John  M.  13 

Coke,  Bishop  Thomas  14 

Comegys,  Cornelius  P.  14 

Contract  to  Build  Two  Houses,  South  River  49 

Cooch  Mansion  13 

Cooch's  Bridge  13 

Cooper's  Corner  House  14 

Corner  Ketch,  House  near  51 


,  71, 
115, 

117, 

103, 


D 

Davis,  John  25 

de  Foss,  Mattias,  25 

Details,  small  houses  50,  54-59,  74-76,  93,   108- 
110 

Dickinson,  John  13 

Dickinson,  Samuel  14 

Dilworth  House  14 

Doorway's,  Exterior  24,  30,  33,  39,  55,  56,  61 
n,  86,  94,  95,  102,  106,  109.  110,  112, 
135,  142,  148 

Doors  and  Doorways,  Interior  66,  103,  116, 
122,  124,  126,  144,  145,  147 

Dormers  52-,54,  57,  60,  65,  75,  85,  94,  101, 
107,  111,  141,  150 

Dower  House  14 


"Fairfield"  House  14 

Fireplaces,  see  j'^lantels  and  Panelling 

Foot,  Rev.  George  29 

Friends  Meeting  House,  Centre  13 

Friends  Meeting  House,  \\'ilmington  13 

Friends  Meeting  House,  Hockessin  34 

Friends  Meeting  House,  George's  Creek  34 

Friends  Meeting  House,  Duck  Creek  54 

Friends  Meeting  House,  Camden  33,  34 

Friends  Meeting  House,  Odessa  54 


Galleries  20-22,  26,  27,  31,  32,  40 
Grantham  House  72,  73 
Grist  Mills  13,  152,  153 


[  211  ] 


EARLY  ARCHITECTURE  OF  DELAWARE 


IN  DEX — Continued 


H 

Harrison,  John  25 

Henry  Clay  Village,  Bell  Tower  46 

Henry  Clay  Village,  Row  Type  House  141 

"Hermitage  '  13 

Holy  Trinity  Church  17-25 

Huguenot  House  14 

I 

Immanuel  Church,  New  Castle  39 

J 

Jacquette,  Jean  Paul  13 
Jenkins,  Rev.  36 


Marim,  John  14 

Markham,  William  25 

Marshallton,  House  near  71 

McDonough  13 

Measured  drawings.  Part  II  161 

Mills,  flour  13 

Mifflin,  Daniel,  house  14 

Moore,  Elias  N.  14 


N 

Naaman's  on  Delaware  65-68 
Naudain,  Arnold  14 


K 

Kensey  Johns  House  95-98 
"Kingston-upon-Huil  '  14 
Kirk  wood  13 


o 

Old  Drawyers  28-32 

"Old  Dutch  House",  Orange  St.  New  Castle  49 
Old  Swedes  Church,  Frontispiece  5,  17-25 
Outbuildings  154-159 


Lafayette  13 
Lamp,  street  160 
Latimer,  Henry,  house  of  78,  79 
Lewdon,  Josiah  15 
Lewe?,  House  near  69 
Lewes,  small  houses  in  50 
Lime  Kiln,  detail  of  160 
Liston,  Corner  House  14 
Loockerman,  Nicholas  14 
Lord  Howe's  Headquarters  15 
Lownes,  James  23 

M 

Manor  House  14 

Mansion  House  13 

Mantels  65,  93,  97,  100,  104,  105,  109,  130-135, 
138,  139,  146,  147 


Panelling  62,  64,  68,  70,  73,  81,  82,  88-93,  98, 
138-140 

Part  II,  Measured  drawings  161 

Penn,  William  25 

Pent  eave,  houses  with  58,  59 

Pews  and  details  21,  31,  32,  40 

Pietterson,  Hans  18 

Pleasanton  Abbey  14 

Porches  17,  18,  23,  51,  53,  54,  65,  66,  78,  79, 
148,  149,  151 

Port  Penn  13 

Porter,  Col.  Alex  13 

Presbyterian  Church,  First,  Wilmington  38 

Presbyterian  Church,  Newcastle  40 

Prince  George's  Chapel  26,  27 
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Meen  Anne 


36 


R 

Read  House  111-129 

Reading,  Rev.  Philip  36 

Richardson  House  13 

Ringgold  House  14 

Robinson  House  65-68 

Robinson,  Peter  14 

Rodney,  Caesar  14 

Rodney  Farm  (Mansion  House)  13 

Roebuck,  ship  13 

Root,  Symon  49 


Saint  Anne's  Church  36,  37 

Saint  George's  Church  40 

Saint  James'  Church  35 

School  House,  Odessa  41 

School  houses  13,  34,  41 

Small  houses  51-53,  56,  58,  59,  75 

Smart,  John  23 

Smouth,  Edward  23 

Stairways,  31,  96,  107,  132,  136,  137 

Stallcop,  John  19 

State  House,  New  Castle  44,  45 

Stevens,  Henry  14 

Stewart  House  13 

"Stockford  "  (Andrew's  Place)  13 

Stockton,  Col.  John  13 

Strand,  House  on  the  94,  99 

Swedes  on  the  Delaware  16 

Swedish  Colonists  16 


Tatnall,  Joseph  13 
Tavern,  old  13 
Thomas  House  101,  106,  107 
Town  Hall,  Wilmington  42 
Town  Hall,  New  Castle  43 
The  Trap  13 
Trent,  Capt.  18 
Tussey  House  13 

u 

University  of  Delaware,  Old  buildings  13 


Van  Dyke  House  101-105,  147 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas  13 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas  Sr.  House  60-64 

Van  Dyke,  Senator  Nicholas,  House  143-147 

Van  Leuvenigh  House  80,  81 

w 

Washington  13 

Wayne,  Anthony  15 

Wiccaco  18 

William  in  25 

Wilson  House,  Odessa  82-84 

Wilson,  Gen.  James  Henry 

Windows  37,  39,  40,  61,  77,  110,  115 

"Woodburne  "  134-140 


Yard,  John  19 
Yard,  Joseph  19 
Yard,  William  19 
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